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By Rick and Lisa Weaver

In order to have PEACE in your home, follow the following principles.

Perspective

· Remind yourself….

· Why did you decide to have children?

· Why did you choose to school your kids at home?

What are your reasons?
· Remember…

· Who your children are.

· It is a SHORT season.

Expectations

· Unrealistic expectations lead to disappointment.
· 4-5 hours of uninterrupted schooling.
· Happy, obedient, children all of the time.
· Realistic expectations lead to contentment.

· 3-4 hours of interrupted schooling.

· Unhappy, disobedient children some of the time. 

What type of expectations do you have?

Anticipate

· Needs

· Physical (Food, water, rest, etc.)
· Emotional (Feeling included and important)
· Relational (Time with people)
· Interruptions

· Needy children (Illness, attention, etc.)
· Disobedient children
· Computer issues

Create

· Schedule

· Fit your toddler into your family’s schedule.

· Fill up your toddler’s cup first.

· Rotate activities that include your toddler.
· Example-Phonics-Music/Science/Read-a-loud/ Math-Art

· Provide a variety of activities for your toddler. (See attachment)
· Include your toddler in chores.
· Allow time with other siblings.
What about infants?

· Let your family determine the schedule, not the new little one. (
· Schedule activities that your toddlers can do with the older ones for the first few weeks, or when the baby needs you.

· Enjoy them, and take them with you throughout the day. 

· Learning Environment

· Create lessons plans based on the level of the toddler. (See attachment)
· Fill your house with books.

· Rotate special toys for the day.

· Take advantage of educational movies, computer games, and books on tape.

· Order

· Discipline

· Come up with an If-Then Chart, and stick to it. (See attachment)
· Start good habits now! (Being quiet, not interrupting, cleaning up, etc.)
· Chores

· Make chores apart of your daily routine.

· Let your toddler contribute. (Sorting silverware, laundry, folding wash clothes, straightening shoes, etc.

· Activities
· Prioritize what you are involved in.

· Allow time for refreshment.

Enjoy

· This stage of life; it goes fast!
· Your precious toddlers!
In order to maintain peace during the toddler years, remember to do the following…
Perspective

Expectations

Anticipate

Create

Enjoy
If you have any questions, feel free to contact Rick and Lisa Weaver at lweaver@covcs.org
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image2.png]



